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     The tools used for chasing a ring are a drawknife (used most 
often), scraper, regular knife, files/rasp for knots, sandpaper, 
and maybe a hatchet (not usually). The first step is to mark the 
target ring on the endgrain (BOTH ENDS!). Then you can start 
to remove the outermost ring. A good technique is to push the 
drawknife into the spongy earlywood between the first two rings 
and pry a section off. This is one reason oak or ash is preferred. 
Maple, for example, doesn't have obvious rings. 
This technique dulls the drawknife and you will have to 
resharpen it for later. 
     Another option is to cut through the ring and remove it in 
slices. The drawknife will stay sharper, but this method takes 
more work. When you get close to the goal, use the scraper to 
remove that last thin layer, and finally, sand. 

When the back is ready, you can go on to the next step, layout. 

Step 4: Layout
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